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In Matthew chapter 22 Jesus is asked; “which is the greatest commandment?”

He responds in verses 37 by saying: “…You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 

39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Last fall we covered the 10 core beliefs we as Christians hold.

The first five beliefs speak to the first half of this Great Command—Love God. This is our vertical relationship with God.

The last five beliefs we covered focused on the second half of the Great Command—Love your neighbor. This has to do with our vertical relationships, with each other. 

This pattern holds true in this second part of the Believe servers too. 

We are currently covering the 10 key practices or disciplines of the Christian faith.

These practices, along with the help of the Holy Spirit, move what we believe to be true in our heads down into our hearts where we know these things to be true for me.
And like with the 10 beliefs, the first five of the practices we have covered; worship, prayer, Bible study, single-mindedness, and total surrender, focus on our love for God.

It is in and through these practices we know and experience God’s love for us and we grow in and express our love for Him. This is our vertical relationship with God. We learn to love God.

Today we are moving to first of the next 5 practices. These last 5 practices will shift our focus on our horizontal relationships with each other. We learn to love one another. The second half of the greatest commandment.

The belief we started with when we made this transition from loving God to loving others was our declaration about what we believed to be true about the church.

We declared: “I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.”

This morning we are talking about the practice of Biblical Community.

When we put our faith in Jesus Christ we were not just saved from our sins but we were made new and brought into a new community, the church, the body of Christ, the family of God.

The Key Idea for this week is: I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God’s purposes in my life, in the lives of others and in the world.

The Bible makes it clear through commands, promises, and examples that the Christian life was never intended to be lived alone. 

Those who have received Christ are now wired through their new spiritual DNA to live in community. 
We must have a band of believers to walk alongside us, all pointed in the same direction — toward the Father. 

Only collectively are we the body of Christ. We need each other to help us become like Jesus and consistently model his life.

We read in Romans 12:5 “…so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” 

In other words: “We belong to each other and each of us needs all the others.” 

And that leads us to our key question for this week.
KEY QUESTION: How do I develop healthy relationships with others?

How do we fellowship with other Christians in Biblical community?

From the very beginning we were made to belong—made for community.

Genesis 1:26-27 “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

We are made in the image of an “us”—not an “it”, not a “me”, but a “we”. We are made for community—community with God and with each other.

We are made for life together by a God who has eternally existed in the holy community of the Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Then sin entered in and community was broken—community with and community with each other.

But Christ came to restore community and make community possible.
Now we must learn how to live in this new community.

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 2.
Let’s take some pointers from the first ever, most successful, most powerful Church of all time. 

This church was responsible for the planting of every other church that has ever existed. How did they do it?

The editors who printed my Bible added this heading over this section: The Fellowship of the Believers

Acts 2:42-47 “And they devoted themselves…”

Remember Acts chapter 2 starts out with the Holy Spirit falling on the disciples.

Then Peter, in the power of the Holy Spirit preaches this powerful message and 3000 people repent and accept Christ as their savior.

The “they” refers to those early believers. 

Look up at verse 41: “So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”

Back to verse 42: And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”

[bookmark: h.helzyhoxuu24]There you have it…the first and best example of the practice of biblical community.

Simple by the sound of it. But the essence of everything they did together took intentionality.

There were deliberate choices made to do things together and to engage in the practice of Biblical Community.

How can we be intentional and deliberate about finding, investing in, and being community?

First:
1. [bookmark: h.jv5o79qzrs0q][bookmark: h.m326307tv464]We grow in biblical community by being united where it counts

The main thing about Jesus’ Church is that it is supposed to be a unified family focused on Christ and His purposes.

In Christ a rag tag group of people with varying degrees of weirdness, personality, background, and gifts become greater than the sum of their parts.

Unity is about keeping the main thing the main thing. 

We need to be united in a person—Jesus Christ.

And, we need to be united in purpose—taking the message of Jesus Christ to our community and the world. 

If we are not careful we can get caught up in all sorts of side missions and distractions. 

Jesus Christ and him crucified, the gospel is the main thing. Everything else is just, everything else. 

UNITY IS NOT PASSIVE, it takes pursuit.

This passage in Acts 2 tells what these early believers did. As you read through the rest of the New Testament letters we find out just how and why these believers were acting like they were.

[bookmark: h.4ooczgosbxd0]What is the main thing? Jesus Christ is the main thing.

[bookmark: h.x4cgvj8l1mti]Listen to what Paul writes in Philippians 2:1-5
[bookmark: h.tf7jnnvf3kej]“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by [how? By…] being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 

4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

Paul is saying, if you are a Christian, start acting like one. 

Being a Christian looks like being unified over the main thing and putting other stuff way down on the totem pole. 

You can be a part of the church family and still have different political opinion….but….only if that political belief means less to you than Christ. 

We can have differences of opinion on Gun rights, Sports teams, appropriate music, drinking beer, Israel, even the Queen of England and still be a unified Church, a devoted family, but only when we keep the main thing the main thing. 

This takes practice, this takes seeing someone as a believer in Christ before anything else.

This is not a suggestion, but a call to devoted fellowship, because it is the same attitude that Jesus has about fellowship with you, and with me. 

He could choose to see all sorts of things wrong with me, but he chooses to sees his child first.

I’m not saying this is easy, we have beliefs that other people find down right offend and still we are all in Christ—Christian. 

[bookmark: h.dvamvmdf4i4]Listen to what Paul wrote in Colossians 3:13.

This is from the New Living Translation.

Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.

Make allowance, for the Love of God and for Christ’s sake, be unified.

This is how the early believers were unified, because as Acts suggest, they were devoted to the same things first. 

Did they have differences of opinion over things like we would have today? Things like whether soccer or football was the better sport, I’m sure they did. But those things just weren’t important enough. 

In Acts we see they were devoted to God’s teaching, to prayer, to worship, fellowship, to serving together, to give their resources. 

Basically, they put the things of God before their preferences.

We grow in biblical community by being united where it counts and:
2. [bookmark: h.tct2yth71czz]We grow in biblical community by doing stuff together. 

Sounds silly I know, but the only reason you were friends with little Jimmy from down the street when you were a kid was because you and Jimmy did stuff together.

The reason that most high school relationships bottom out in our 20’s is because we stop doing stuff together. 

There is something terrible simple about this yet in its simplicity there is something profound.

This church in Acts did stuff together. We have a tough time sitting next to someone on Sunday for an hour. These guys are in each other’s’ lives. 

So what did these people do together? They ate food, they listened to God’s teachings, they worshiped...they gave away their stuff, they served the community together, they prayed together. Hmmm. 

Sunday morning is important. But if Sunday is the front door then biblical community is the living room. 

Biblical community is where real relationship happens.
I will say this. Cutting yourself off from being involved and participating in church and true biblical community is like saying I’m married, but I haven’t seen my wife since our wedding day 5 years ago.

Oh you may be married but your marriage isn’t healthy. You’re not growing in your relationship with your spouse. 

Not only are you cutting yourself off from the benefits of being married you are in fact failing to fulfill your responsibilities to your marriage and to your spouse. 

Throughout the New Testament we find commands like these when referring to community.

Galatians 6:2: “Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.”

Hebrews 10:24: “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11: “So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.”

The overwhelming theme is to have a family at church. You might not know everyone, but you and I need some. 

We need our network, our supporters, and our friends who have our back. 

1. We grow in biblical community by being united where it counts.
2. We grow in biblical community by doing stuff together.
3. We grow in biblical community by doing discipleship.

Whether we are talking about Worship, Prayer, Bible Reading or Biblical Community, sometimes the practice has to come before the belief. 

One of the reasons these practices are crucial is that no matter how much you are sure that it robs you of something, they are for your good.

This faith walk we are in is hard, at times really hard. 

God intends for us to have some like-minded people around us to help us, to share our burden but also to help us Grow.

Growth through community comes in in the form of discipleship.

Discipleship includes two ideas: Accountability and Teach-ability. 

Accountability. The state of being answerable and held to account for your actions.

This is where you give someone permission to call you out, to chew you out if necessary when you veer from the path you intended to walk. 

This takes many forms but the basis for it is found again in the instructions to the early churches.

[bookmark: h.gh9co67uh256]Galatians 6:1 “…Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

Accountability is scary when done wrong. But when we have given a few people, whom we trust and will come to us in love and gentleness we can grow.

[bookmark: h.r1gm2moln3zt][bookmark: _GoBack]If I remain teachable and open to receive what someone else has to offer me than, God can and does use them to speak into my life.
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